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SoluForm MSE Bagwork
Planting Guide

SoluForm MSE Bagwork is supplied pre-filled with a high quality sand rich 		
topsoil, supplied in a form that is ready to use and assemble on site once it arrives. Our 
bags are unseeded so can be stored for long periods of time until needed, without 
the risk of germination being initiated. Once placed, the MSE Bagwork will need to be 
vegetated. 

Vegetating the MSE Bagwork serves several roles. Primarily, the goal is to improve the available habitat 
of the riverbank, wall or slope by adding vegetation and flora, such as grasses and wildflowers, providing 
habitat and also improving the appearance of the bagwork structure. Another role of the vegetation is that 
the roots of the plants also penetrate through the soil and bagwork to help bind all the soil filled bagwork 
together, improving the structural integrity of the wall or slope. And a final result of the vegetation is that 
the plant cover also helps to protect the geotextile bags from the degrading effects of sunlight on the 
geotextile polymers. 

There are several options available to vegetate the MSE Bagwork and this guide is intended as a means of 
both outlining the options available and highlighting the “pros” and “cons” of each option. 

Hydroseeding
Hydroseeding is our preferred method by which the soil filled bagwork is established with vegetation and 
can add a covering of grasses and/or wildflowers to the bagwork. Hydroseeding is a spray applied pulp 
containing seed, fertilisers and other additives which sticks to the fabric bagwork, and provides a medium 
into which the seeds initially grow.

Advantages
•	 Very quick and easy to establish
•	 Very cost effective for larger projects
•	 Good success rates
•	 Much wider seasonal window for application
•	 Large areas can be completed in a day

Disadvantages
•	 Not cost effective for small projects

Newly placed bagwork Freshly hydroseeded bagwork Hydroseeded bagwork after 8 weeks
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Pre-grown Wildflower Mats / Turf

Pre-grown mats or rolls of turf can be a very quick way of establishing a vegetated covering to MSE 
Bagwork. Pre-grown wild flower mats can be a great way of almost instantly covering bags with an 
attractive and biologically diverse habitat, that will give any wall, riverbank or slope a natural and 
aesthetically pleasing appearance.

Advantages
•	 Almost instant results
•	 Highly attractive appearance
•	 More suitable for smaller projects

Disadvantages
•	 Relatively higher cost per square metre
•	 Greater maintenance and aftercare 

required
•	 It is a seasonally available product

Direct Planting

Typically plant plugs are inserted into the gaps between the bags, where they establish. To maintain the 
long term integrity of the geotextile bags, we recommend that the bags are not cut and that the plugs/
plants are not inserted directly into the bags themselves. Adding plugs /live plants to areas that have been 
hydroseeded can also be considered, to add specific additional species or concentrate areas of growth on 
any scheme or project. 

The type of vegetation or species used often depends upon local factors or regulatory agreement, for 
example coastal species, chalk-land species or woodland tolerant species. A regulatory agency may typically 
express a requirement for locally complementary species. 

Advantages
•	 Quick initial results
•	 Ability to select specific species and tailor a 
	 particular planting regime
•	 Better suited to smaller projects

The planting of plugs is best undertaken in the spring/early summer.

Disadvantages
•	 Lack of full coverage, particularly early on 

in its growth
•	 Maintenance and aftercare required
•	 Plants are seasonally available

Freshly placed pre-grown 
wildflower mats

Wildflower mats after 2 weeks Wildflower mats after 5 weeks

Other more traditional techniques of vegetating MSE bagwork may also include covering in topsoil/seeding, 
live willow stakes, etc. 

We do not offer ready-seeded prefilled bagwork as this typically requires the bagwork to be placed within 
5-7 days of the bags being manufactured.  

Should you have any questions regarding your proposed planting solution, please feel free to email or call us. 


